




































































==

relatives of James O’Toole, Rathdangan. Copies of this Resolution to be sent
to the relatives of those mentioned.”

As no Councillor seconded the Motion it was not considered.

Proposed by Councillor A. Kinsella.
Seconded by Councillor J. Turner.

and for the
items, and the

“As it is believed that the state of Mr. Barton’s health is critical, we
consider his continued incarceration to be a sentence of death without trial.
We cannot allow a Member of this Council to be so treated without making
a protest.”

the County Council,

different

At the request of the Chairman the following Medical Certificate was read to
+he Meeting by the Secretary:—
MOUNTJOY MILITARY PRISON,
27th February, 1923.
5.10 p.m.

I have to-day examined Prisoner R. Barton. There is no pleural after-
math. He doesn’t cough, expectorate, or suffer from night sweats. Pulse and
temperature normal.

He has a good appetite and believes he is putting on weight.

(Signed) EDWARD HIGGINS.

uirements of the Council, and for the monies
pending for their funds mupon i

xplanatory observations

£l

this remark also applies to Estate Duty and
, credited all these two years’ grants in full, to the

COUNCIL.
différent areas and services to which they are applicable, and I am, hereunder, setting them ocut in detail.

king.

As an Amendment it was

Proposed by Councillor E, O’Neill..
Seconded by Councillor M. Fleming;

and Resolved :—

M. BYRNE, T.D., and JAMES TURNER.
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That the two Members of this Council who are Members of the Dail, be
asked to use their influence with the Government to see that Mr. Barton’s health
be not prejudiced by continued imprisonment.

COMMITTEE’S REPORT. :
was held on Monday, the 19th February, 1923, when the following

On a show of hands being taken, it was found that of the Councillors pre-
sent three voted for the original Motion and severn voted for the Amendment.
The Amendment was thereupon put to the Meeting as a substantive Resolution
and declared by the Chairman tc be passed by seven votes to three.

Estimate, the Secretar:v explained, in detail, the
, and, generally spea
wccompanying this report

RATE ESTIMATES—1923-1924.
deviations in the Rates required in the ensuing Year from those assessed for the current I'inancial Year.

The Secretary submitted the Annual Estimates of the amounts required to be raised as General Rate during the

inancial Year ending 81st March

WICKLOW COUNTY
sums to be gupplied to other Public Bodies during that period.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT TO WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL.

he other Public Bodies ‘de;

FINANCE
A ‘Special Meeting of the Finance Committee

Members attended :

EAMONN O’NEILL; C.

Proposed by Councillor A, Kinsella.

1924, to provide for the liabilities and requirements of the Council,

. J. REDMOND, Presiding Chairman

“That we, the Members of this, the Wicklow County Council, beg to con-
demn in the strongest manner the action of the Free State Government in
their past action of execution of Prisoners of War and their threat to again
renew and resort to such ignoble practices,-and that we call upon our .O_E:_.
man, Mr. €. M, Byrne, who is a Member of the Dail, to withhold his sup-
port from the Government in case that such practices be again resorted to.

3

port on the Rate
I have, in the tables

d Re

There being no Seconder for the Moticn as it stood, Councillor A. Kinsella,
as a protest, withdrew from the Meeting.

COUNCILLOR J
COUNCILLORS
) plied on demand to t
and in this connection I desire to make the following e

oine

i

“At the end of this financial year, namely, on the 3lst March, 1922, Agricultural Grant for the full .period

£33

‘ON THE RATE ESTIMATES FOR THE SERVICE OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 3ist MARCH, 1924.

Gentlemen—

I beg to submit herewith the Annual Estimate of the ‘General Rate, which, in my opinion, will be required dur-

ing ‘the forthcoming TFinancial Year to provide for the liabilities and req
If we are to arrive at a proper understanding of the cause of the increase in the Rates now -before you, it is ne-

cessary to refer back to two paragraphs which appeared in the Secretary’s Report adopted twelve months ago by the

Council ‘when striking the Rates for the scrvice of the year 1922/1923.

"T'Hese ‘paragraphs are as follows:—
of two years will be due to the Council

Tn the sub
which must be sup
Licence Duty.
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Further, I have assumed that the normal grants—Agricultural, Estate, and Licence Duty—applicable to the en-
suing financial year (1922/1923), will be received and, accordingly, I have credited them also, but separately, in
the manner followed in past years.”

The Government Grants available last year to be thus credited towards the reduction of Rates for the year 1922/1923
totalled £48,700 odd; to reduce the Rates for the year 1923/1924 the Council can only credit a normal year’s Government
Grants, namely, £8,846 (the Agricultural Grant is of course applied to reduce the rate on land) and, consequently, a
marked increase in the Rates for the coming year inevitably follows. \ :

In the Estimate now submitted the Council is being asked to raise the actual total sums demanded by (1) Grange-
gorman Mental Hospital Authorities; (2) by the County Wicklow Board of Health; and (3) by the several Rural Dis-
trict Councils in the County, and it should be borne in mind that the County Council has no control whatever over the
expenditure of these Bodies, the obligation being cast upon the County Council to strike and collect such a rate as will
raise the sums demanded, and to transfer to the Bodies mentioned in Quarterly sums the proceeds of such rate.

Tvery Rate which a County Council strikes in respect of any Rural District for a financial year is made up of
County Charges, Union Charges, and District Charges, but it does not appear to be generally realized that the County
Council, as a Body, is responsible for the increase or decrease in County Charges only; that the County Board ' of
Health is responsible for the increase or decrease in Union Charges solely; and that the several Rural District Councils
are responsible wholly for the increase or decrease of the District Charges in their own Area. It follows, therefore,
that any criticism considered necessary should be directed towards the Public Body whose estimate, as forwarded to the
County Council, caused an increase in Rates, and in this connection I desire to direct your attention to the fact that
the Rate recommended to be now struck for County Charges in respect of the coming financial year is 23d (T'wo-pence Three
farthings) less than the County Charges Rate struck last year and the year before.

The Ratés recommended to be struck for Union Charges and for District Charges are approximately the same as
they were for the financial year 1920/1921, the last year in which a normal year’s Government Grants could be taken into
consideration, and, incidentally, the year in which the present County Council took up office.

It will be within the recollection of the Members of the Council that the Secretary last year reported that the
Council has now no Reserve Balance. No attempt was made by the Council then to restore tzlis Reserve Balance, and
I make no suggestion now in that connection. The Council can, of course if they wish, direct that something be done
in that direction. Until it is done, and until the rates are, as in the past, promptly paid within the ‘half-year to
which they apply, it is useless for the County Council to hope to carry out their own services, or to finance the sub-
sidiary bodies dependent on them, in a satisfactory manner.

The Council will no doubt take suitable action in this Estimate regarding the Criminal Injury Bill introduced in
An Dail last week, one section of which will, if unchanged, enact that a contribution equal to the proceeds of a rate
of 6d. (Sixpence) in the £ over the Rural portion of each County shall be made through the Ministry of Local Govern-
" ment to the Road Fund Account by every County Council during each of the five years commencing the Ist of April,
1923. The Bill in question has not vet become an Act, and, consequently, I have not, in the figures before you, given
effect to any of its provisions. | -

Tn the appended tables I have indicated, for comparative purposes, the total General Charge Rate assessed in Te-
spect to the vears 1920/1921, 1921/1922, and 1922/1923; and also the total General Charge Rate required to be struck for
the ‘service of the ensuing financial year ending 31st March, 1924.
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